Shrikrishna Commission Report on Babri Mosque demolition Chapter VI, VII & VIII

Terms (VI, VII, VIII)
1.1 By Notification No. FIR 5695/Bombay–1/ Appointment/J.C. dated 24th May 1995, the original Terms of Reference were expanded by including the following terms :

VI) The circumstances and the immediate cause of the incidents commonly known as the serial bomb blasts of 12th March 1993, which occurred in the Bombay Police Commissionerate area;

VII) Whether the incidents referred to in term (I), have any common link with the incidents referred to in term (VI) above; and

VIII) Whether the incidents referred to in term (I) and in term (VI) were part of a common design.

1.2 After the above Terms were added to its Reference, the Commission by an order dated 22nd January 1997 directed the Government of Maharashtra to disclose the material available with it, upon consideration of which the above terms were added. By an affidavit of the additional chief secretary (Home), dated 5th February 1997 the Commission was informed that all the material which the government was in possession of had been disclosed in the affidavits of Mr. Amarjit Singh Samra dated 25th August 1995, Vasant Narsingrao Deshmukh 25th September 1995, Mahesh Narainsingh dated 25th September 1995, Satish Sawhney dated 25th September 1995, Shivajirao K. Babar dated 25th September 1995 and Rakesh Maria dated 25th September 1995 and that there was no other material besides this.

1.3 The Commission issued a public notice in newspapers calling upon all members of public to disclose by an affidavit any information they may have in connection with the above Terms of Reference. The only affidavit filed pursuant to the notice was an affidavit dated 2nd August 1995 by Prabhakar V. Pradhan, advocate.

Term No. (VI)

The circumstances and the immediate cause of the incidents commonly

known as the serial bomb blasts of 12th March 1993, which

occurred in the Bombay Police Commissionerate area

i) Affidavit of Shri Prabhakar V. Pradhan appears to be based on rumours and does not really indicate any concrete material which would be of use to the Commission. All that he says is that he had casually bumped into someone who claimed that the serial bomb blasts were the handiwork of Central Intelligence Agency of U.S.A. and not the outcome of revenge of Muslims because of the demolition of Babri Masjid or the riots of December 1992 and January 1993. After having perused the affidavit of Shri Pradhan, the Commission was not impressed that there was any important material for serious consideration which could be elicited from Shri Pradhan and, therefore, the Commission did not summon Shri Pradhan to give evidence before it. The Commission feels that the contents of the affidavit appear to be sheerly speculative.

ii) A cumulative reading of the affidavits of the police officers referred to above leads to the following:

As a result of the demolition of Babri Masjid and the riots which took place in Bombay during December 1992 and January 1993, there was communal cleavage in Bombay. The Muslims felt a feeling of insecurity, tension and anger on account of their suffering during the two riot periods and they were inclined to blame the State Government and police for their misery. The Muslims perhaps felt that the Government and police, instead protecting their interests, had actually acted against their interests by joining hands with communal elements which took a lead in the riots. A large number of Muslim youths came to entertain this firm belief. This body of angry young men was exploited by anti-national elements, who were desirous of de–stabilizing the situation in this country. Certain anti–national elements aided and abetted by ISI of Pakistan recruited some of the angry young men by brainwashing them that they should take revenge for the humiliation and misery heaped upon them. A grand conspiracy was hatched at the instance of the notorious smuggler, Dawood Ibrahim Kaskar, operating from Dubai, to recruit and train young Muslims to vent their anger and wreak revenge by exploding bombs near vital installations and also in Hindu dominated areas so as to engineer a fresh bout of communal riots.

iii) Pursuant to this conspiracy certain brainwashed Muslim youngsters were recruited and taken to Pakistan for intensive training in the handling of sophisticated weapons and explosives. As a part of this conspiracy, Dawood Ibrahim and smugglers like Mohd. Dossa, aided and abetted by several criminal or similar elements in Bombay, smuggled large consignments of AK–56 rifles, hand grenades, and sophisticated explosives known as RDX. Some of these were landed clandestinely on the coast of Raigad district and some on the coast of Gujarat state. These were then clandestinely transported to be stored at convenient places within and outside Bombay, awaiting the signal for their use.

iv) The conspiracy was actually implemented when a series of blasts occurred on 12th March 1992 in Bombay, almost simultaneously, at several places. The serial bomb blasts resulted in loss of life of 257 persons and injuries to 713 persons and caused damage to properties worth about Rs 27 crore. The first of the bomb blasts occurred at about 1330 hours near the Bombay Stock Exchange Building, the next within a few minutes near the Air India building. In all there were ten such explosions at different places, viz. Stock Exchange Building at Fort, Air India Building at Nariman Point, Zaveri Bazar, Katha Bazar, Century Bazar at Worli, Sena Bhavan at Dadar, Hotel Sea Rock at Bandra, Hotel Centaur at Juhu and Hotel Centaur at Santacruz Airport. Apart from these ten explosions, explosives were also set to explode at Naigaum Cross Road, Dhanji Street and Shaikh Memon Street, but the explosives fortunately did not explode. Simultaneously, there was an attack on the Hindu Machhimar colony at Mahim with hand grenades which caused the death of three Hindus and injuries to many. An incipient communal riot at Machhimar colony was immediately put down by police. A similar attack was also launched at the Sahar International Airport where a hand grenade was lobbed towards a parked aircraft. The investigations disclosed that the explosive devices were planted in cars and scooters in specially made cavities.

v) Investigations revealed the wide ramifications of the conspiracy. Twenty seven different cases filed within the respective jurisdictions where offences were committed, were all transferred for investigations to DCB-CID. The DCB–CID, acted promptly, and it is a matter of gratification that within 24 hours they were able to get clues to the heinous offences and the conspiracy. Considering the national security implications, the Government of India in the Home Ministry by an order dated 5th August 1993 constituted a special Task Force comprising officers from Bombay Police, CBI, IB and RAW under the convenorship of Mahendra Narain Singh, Joint Commissioner of Police, (Crime and Administration) to pursue further investigations. The investigations resulted in arrest of 151 accused who have been charge–sheeted, while 44 are still absconding. The role of one Tiger Memon and his relatives came to particular notice during the investigations. It appeared that Tiger Memon was the prime accused co–ordinating the smuggling activities and supervising the implementation of the conspiracy from Bombay. The accused have been charged under the provisions of TADA Act and are standing trial in the designated court at Bombay.

vi) Since the charges against the accused are pending trial before the designated court at Bombay, the Commission does not deem it proper to deal with the details of the accusations against the different accused who are standing trial before the designated court at Bombay. Suffice it to say that all the accused, except two or three, are Muslims and there is no doubt that the major role in the conspiracy, at the Indian end as well as foreign end, was played by Muslims.
Term No. (VII)

Whether the incidents referred to

in term (I), have any common link

with the incidents referred to

in term (VI) above

i) One common link between the riots of December 1992 and January 1993 and bomb blasts of 12th March 1993 appear to be that the former appear to have been a causative factor for the latter. There does appear to be a cause and effect relationship between the two riots and the serial bomb blasts.

ii) Another common link is that some of the accused who were involved in substantive riot–related offences were also accused in the serial bomb blasts case, though their number is only three or four.

iii) Tiger Memon, the key figure in the serial bomb blasts case and his family had suffered extensively during the riots and therefore can be said to have had deep rooted motive for revenge. It would appear that one of his trusted accomplices, Javed Dawood Tailor alias Javed Chikna, had also suffered a bullet injury during the riots and therefore he also had a motive for revenge. Apart from these two specific cases, there was a large amorphous body of angry frustrated and desperate Muslims keen to seek revenge for the perceived injustice done to and atrocities perpetrated on them or to others of their community and it is this sense of revenge which spawned the conspiracy of the serial blasts. This body of angry frustrated and desperate Muslims provided the material upon which the anti–national and criminal elements succeeded in building up their conspiracy for the serial bomb blasts.

Term No. (VIII)

Whether the incidents referred to in term (I) and in term (VI) were

part of a common design

There is no material placed before the Commission indicating that the riots during December 1992 and January 1993 and the serial blasts were part of a common design. In fact, this situation has been accepted by Mahesh Narain Singh who was heading the team of investigators who investigated into the serial bomb blasts case. He also emphasises that the serial bomb blasts were a reaction to the totality of events at Ayodhya and Bombay in December 1992 and January 1993 and the Commission is inclined to agree with him.

CHAPTER VII
Epilogue

The voluminous evidence produced before the Commission strikingly brings home the stark reality that the beast in man keeps straining at the leash to jump out; frictions, irritations and disputes based on colour, race and religion are but excuses.

The Commission has noticed that most of the violent communal riots during December 1992 and January 1993 took place in areas called Prem Nagar, Shanti Nagar, Gandhi Nagar and so on. That vicious communal violence on such scale should occur in the land of Ahimsa Paramo Dharmah and Mahatma Gandhi only shows that the message of love and brotherhood preached by apostles is not internalized. Unless that is done, the spectre of communal violence would haunt the city again and again.

The Commission sincerely hopes that the calamitous events of December 1992, January 1993 and March 1993 would serve as eye–openers and lead to introspection and that all concerned attain the maturity to accept constructive criticism and mend their ways. For, in the immortal words of Ramayana :

Sulabhaah purushaa rajan satatam priya vaadinah

Apriyasya cha pathhyasya vakta shrota cha durlabah

(Persons pleasing in speech are easy to find; it is difficult to find one who speaks or listens to the bitter, but wholesome, truth).

The Commission would like to end its report with grateful appreciation of the assistance rendered by counsel and the administrative, secretarial and ministerial staff which made its onerous task easier.

Finally, before parting, the Commission would reiterate the ringing exhortation of Shankaracharya :

Tvayi Mayi chaanyatraiko Vishnuh

Vyartham Kupyasi mayyasahishnuh

(The same God resides in you and me; why then be needlessly angry with me!!).
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